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F fﬁéry 2024 serving St. Philip’s and St. John UCC

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also
lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with
perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand
of the throne of God.”
Hebrews 12:1-2

Greetings St. John UCC and St. Philip’s UCC!

As I’'m writing this, we are just a couple of weeks away from entering the season of Lent.
Wow that went by fast! Wasn’'t Christmas, like, last week?!? How did that happen?

Things move pretty fast around here. It's really an excellent problem to have! St. Philip’s
and St. John are churches “on the move!” We are active, vibrant, fluid, growing kinds of
churches! There’s always something new happening. Someone always has a new idea
or dream to explore. We are constantly experimenting with new ways to do ministry.

And how awesome is that!?

So many churches these days find themselves getting stuck in a rut, yearning to
recapture their “glory days of old,” and doing things the way they’ve always been done
(because that's the way they’ve always been done!). Not so for our churches! While
appreciating and learning from where you've been, you have an eye toward the future,
an eye looking out beyond our stained glass windows, and a heart to serve your
communities—and tons of creative ideas about how to do and live into all of that!

So things move pretty quickly around here. From Advent to Christmas to Epiphany to
Lent... we hear anew the stories of Jesus and of our sacred texts, we struggle with the
message of love and grace in a world divided by fear and defended by hatred, we
wonder what we are called to be and do, both individually and as the Church, at such a
time as this. The discernment is a full-time job. The work is never-ending. The nudging
of the Holy Spirit is unrelenting.

We cling to the hope of Christ’s light and love and do our best to bear it for others. We
study and discuss and imagine together what God might be calling us to do. We worship
and praise our most holy God, whose love abounds beyond measure for all of God’s

creation—all of God’s children. We fellowship and play and laugh together and we
(continued on Page 2)

9 God is Still Speaking




Church Info

Rev. Laura Mignerone
Call/Text (314) 452-0785
Imignerone@gmail.com
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St. John United Church of Christ St. Philip’s United Church of Christ

920 E. Gravois Avenue 10708 Lavinia Drive
St. Clair, MO 63077 St. Louis, MO 63123
314-843-5100
Facebook Facebook
stjohnstclair.com stphilipsucc.com
9:00am Services are Livestreamed on Facebook 9:30am Services are Livestreamed on Facebook
Mission Statement Mission Statement
?T&j &Ogﬁﬂ‘keh St. Philil:)’s United Church of Christ
?L & &h isa loving Christian communitg
Q.j OSQ er. believing in Jesus Christ and
SQT’VQ Eage&ker‘ cmPowerecl by the Holg SPirit
St. John UCC Online Giving St. Philip’s Vision Statement
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/ We are called to the body of Jesus
give/1303503?widget=0 Christ, with:

Minds to study God’s word,
Mouths to proclaim the Gospel,
Eyes to see the needs of others,
Arms to welcome all,

Hearts big enough to share God’s

love with all God’s children.

(continued from front page)

support one another through the mysteries and uncertainties of life. We are the Church
together. And because of that, things move pretty quickly around here.

May this fast-approaching Lenten season be a time of paradoxical slowing down,
where though life will surely move faster than ever, our spirits might find moments of
quiet and calm, to listen deeply for God'’s still speaking voice, and to be re-energized
for the journey ahead. Holy Week will be here before we know it... will you be ready?
Pace yourself, friends, we are in this together for the long haul.

Running with Perseverance,
Pastor Laura
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February Worship Plans!

February 4, 2024 (St. Philip’'s UCC)
- Communion @ St. Philip’s
- Isaiah 40:21-31
- Mark 1:29-39
February 11, 2024 (St. John UCC)
- Communion @ St. John UCC
- 2 Kings 2:1-12
- Mark 9:2-9
February 18, 2024 (St. Philip’s UCC)
- First Sunday in Lent
- Genesis 9:8-17
- Mark 1:9-15
February 28, 2024 (St. John UCC)
- Second Sunday in Lent
- Genesis 17:1-7

Shirley Nottelmann
Paul Shrout

- Mark 8:31-38

Lily Swanson
Paula Williams

Happy Birthday to our St. John
and St. Philip’s members who
will be celebrating a birthday in
February.

The following words will be
heard on the 1st Sunday of
each month.

“Happy Birthday to You!,

. Happy Birthday to You!,
: Happy Birthday

Everybody!,

and God Bless you!”

February Council Meetings

St. John UCC
Monday, February 12 6:00pm
St. Philip’s

Monday, February 5 7:00pm

St. John UCC St. Philip’s
1 Sue Leslie 1 JoAnn Leber
2  Dolph Schallenberg 3 Rachel Fischer
4  Taylor Lampkin 3 Lily Swanson
5  Kevin Winiger 9 Elizabeth Vogt
6 Rida Atchison 12 Heather Harvey
9  Harper Andrews 17 Kathy Vogt
11 Art Fink 18 Wes Cummings
14 Velma Wachter 18 Harrison Fischer
20 Pat Prugh 20 Gavin Armistead
23 Heather Rucker 21 Cara Holdener
24 Phyllis Andrews 23 Virginia Hladnick
24 Tim Maune 27 Emily Mikusch
27 Wyatt Wachter 28 Joan Hemingway

28 Dave Schiele




Ash Wednesday is February 14!
St. John UCC will have an Ash Wednesday Service at 10:00am,
including holy communion and the imposition of ashes.

| St. Philip’s will have an Ash Wednesday Service in connection with
' LOGOS this year! Come join us for free dinner at 6:00pm in the MPR
- with our LOGOS families (a sign up sheet is posted on the bulletin
board so we can plan for food), and then we will have our Ash
Wednesday Service in the sanctuary at 6:30pm. All are welcome!

February 14

St. John UCC Lenten Book Study!

.In partnership with our UMC
‘friends, we’ll meet Tuesdays
-during Lent (February 20-
.March 26) at 6:00pm at Brothers
"On Main to discuss Tom Berlin’s
-“The Third Day.” Let Pastor Laura
-know if you'd like her to order a
"book for you. All are invited to
- participate!

Joint Worship
Planning Meeting

We've rescheduled our joint
Worship Planning Meeting with
St. Philip’s UCC's Spiritual Life
Committee and St. John UCC's
Worship Team for Sunday,
February 18 at 2:00pm at
Pastor Laura’s home. All who

are interested in talking about

St. Philip’s UCC Lenten Bible Study!
We're trying something new! During Lent, each
Wednesday evening, February 21-March 27,
we’ll meet at 6:00pm at St. Philip’s to discuss and
learn about spiritual practices of our faith. No

all things worship related are
invited to participate.

------------------' 5 -
i book, no preparation needed ahead of time, each
: . St. John 'l.!'CC : week will stand on its own (so if you need to miss
s Tri-Church Children’s 1 |3 week or two, fear not—you can come and fully
: Ministry AND : participate whichever weeks you can!).

1

| VBS Planning Meeting! |
1 1 All who are interested ml
:makmg plans for elther.
|or both of these'

endeavors are invited to|
Ia meeting with St. Clair,
.UMC and Fairview UMCl
' on Tuesday, February.
| 13 at 5:00pm at the St.!
1 § Clair Library.

AND, fun fact: LOGOS also meets on Wednesday
evenings every other week. So... come at 5:30pm
for free dinner with the LOGOS families (and for a
light dinner on the weeks LOGOS doesn’t meet),
and on the weeks LOGOS meets, the adults and
older kids will join us at 6:00pm for our Lenten
Bible Study together!!!!

A sign up sheet is posted on the bulletin board so
that we can plan for food needs each week. All
are welcome! Contact Pastor Laura with
guestions.
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|ST PHILIP'S OUTREACH MINISTRY

:Our Lenten project will benefit the food pantry at Isaiah 58
I Ministries, on South Grand Boulevard, which provides food for
:needly residents in the South City and the South County area.
I While any shelf stable food and canned items are accepted,

o

MINISTRY

I coffee, hot chocolate, toilet paper, laundry detergent, oatmeal, canned fruit, salt- I
:free seasoning (Mrs. Dash), bar soap, deodorant, Multipurpose cleaner,
I sardines, hearty soup, cooking oil (48 ounces of smaller), shampoo, razors, I
:shaving cream, dish soap, peanut butter (smooth) deluxe Mac and Cheese,

I shelf-stable milk, toilet paper,

:appropriate clothing and shoes for all ages (They have limited storage space, so

I please donate spring or summer clothing).

:starting on Sunday, February 18. Thank you in advance!

| St. John UCC Annual
I
I

Congregational Meeting!

'On Sunday, February 11, immediately
 following worship, St. John UCC will have,
Lour Annual Congregational Meeting. Durlngl
| this meeting, in addition to reviewing our |
rannual reports, we will elect Council |
Imembers vote on an updated budget forI
|2024 and discuss and vote on a byIaW|
' change to adjust the number of Council |

' members from 9 to 7. :

'Annual Reports will be made available in
:the Friendship Room. Please make everyI
|effort to participate in this |mportant|
Imeetlng |

and paper towels. They also need seasoni

Items will be collected during lent, I

MoVal Trivia Night!

On Friday, March 1, the Grape
Cluster is hosting a Trivia Night
to benefit Camp MoVal at St
Peter's UCC in Washington.
(Please see the flyer on page 14
in newsletter).

Who wants to form a table to join
the fun? Could we form a table
of 8 between our
churches??? Contact Pastor Laura
if you're up for some trivia for a
great cause!

two

Market Street, 63110.

No need to make reservations or RSVP..

ST. PHILIP’S YOUNG ADULTS - LUNCH GET-TOGETHER

The Young Adults group will be getting together at The Armory on Saturday, March 9th at
11:00am for lunch and to hang out for anyone who wants to join! The Armory is located at 3660

If you can't find a sitter for this kid-free event, the Armory is kid-friendly until 6:00pm.
.folks can just show up and we'll be there!
Contact Cara Schamburg at 501-265-9677 if you have any questions.




:_ LITURGISTS and
| TECH OPERATORS
| NEEDED! |

IWould you like to serve as al

Save the Datel

| liturgist for worship? Would you|
|like to run the PowerPoint for]|
lworship (it really is super]|
|simple!)? We'd like to have al
| good rotation of folks to serve in|
|both of these roles - everything|
lis scripted and easy to follow! |
|Talk to Pastor Laura if you're|
linterested in serving in either]|
|capacity (or both!)l  Sign up]|
|sheet is posted on the bulletin|

| board. |

w=wor gm CONSIDER

o : JOINING

’ " 'OUR ALTAR
' COMMITTEE
A TEAM

\|

2 We are looking for a few
| more Altar Committee
members. You can
volunteer for 1 or 2 months out of the
year or as a helper. It usually takes
approximately 30-45 minutes a week or
less. Tasks consist of getting the
sanctuary ready for our Sunday worship

service which includes:
- Changing the banner and paraments

- Replacing candles

- Checking pew supplies

For more information, please contact

Patty Siewing at 314-974-4498.

MoVal Trivia Night
March 1

Spring Retreat Planning Mtg
March 3

SP Young Adults Lunch
March 9

Habitat for Humanity

St. Pat’s Dinner
March 9

Sd Let’s go to the Zoo!
March 10

SP Easter Egg Hunt
March 30

Branson Road Trip
April 6

(info on these events in this issue)

SPRING MoVAL RETREAT
PLANNING MEETING
Want to help plan our retreat
with some awesome folks from
St. Philip's and St. John?
We're meeting at Freestyle
Brew Co. in Eureka (halfway for
both churches) on Sunday,
March 3 at 12pm to get those
plans in motion. Come join the

fun planning team!




' Agape House is very low

on canned goods and dry
J goods—all donations are
N - appreciated! Please place
food donations in the
barrels in the entryway. If you'd like to
contribute financially, please indicate “Agape
House” on your checks or envelopes.

LUNCH BUNCH Thank you!

ot d’t’S

WEDNESDAY 77" “stonnuces |
FEBRUARY 14,2024 ||  February Special Offering |
N()ON |Our February Special Offering is for the|

ISaIvation Army. During the month ofl
Come enjoy Valentine’s Day with |, December our community had kettles at

the St. Philip’s Lunch Bunch at Joe ICountry Mart and Save A Lot for donatlonsI
Bocardi's on Watson and Elm | (over 80% of funds raised remain in Franklin |

(8556 Watson Road 63119) at 12 |Count --mostly going to Agape House), but |

since the pandemic hit, these fundraising
I
noon on February 14, 2024! | efforts have taken a significant hit and bring in |

Sign up by February 11 on PINK I only a fraction of what they once did. Though I
sign up sheet on the bulletin board, | the funds have decreased, the needs continue |
or call Lois Decker at ||t increase. If you'd like to contribute, please |
314-843-0183. Ilndlcate "Salvation Army" on your checks orl
envelopes. Thank you for your generosity!

o We will meet after church on February 18 to
i ?ar"f;m discuss Flight Behavior, by Barbara
s‘:: Kungroer + Kingsolver.

Flight . ) . ) .
: 73e/mwor % Our next selection is Black Man in a White
sl da i Coat by Damon Tweedy M.D. This New York
' Times best seller has been described as one

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

; I
doctor's passionate and profound memoir of his |
I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

experience grappling with race, bias, and the unique
health problems of Black Americans. Books are checked
out from the St. Louis county Library in kit

BLACK MAN

form, and the next selection will be available IN A
WHITE COAT

on February 18, and after that date.

Sunday We meet after church, share a potluck lunch,

F b 18 and always have a good time. Consider
epruary joining us, even if you have not read the

10:15am book!




St. John UCC Tri-Church Children’s Ministry!
We’'re continuing to partner with St. Clair UMC and Fairview —
UMC to provide children’s programming on the third CHlDF\ENw )
Monday of each month, from 6:00pm-7:30pm (a light MP‘STNES
dinner included). Please invite any children/families you o
know to join us at St. Clair UMC!

St. John UCC | Let’s go to the Zoo!

Dinner and a Movie Night!| |St- John UCC’s
|ISunday School

iinvites everyone to
join us for some fun
!at the Zoo on
| Sunday, March 10!
iWe’II meet in the
icourtyard between
the Lakeside Café
!and the Sea Lions at
| 1:00pm.

!A carpool will leave
|from St. John about
i11:45am. Contact Pastor Laura!
'or Melissa Scheer with]

. 3 I . - - !
All are invited! !questlons. All are invited! |

Join us Sunday, February 18
for dinner and a movie in our
Fellowship Hall at 6:00pm. We'll
watch Disney's “"National
Treasure” (PG)—picked by our
youthl—and have a chili themed
dinner, potluck style!

A sign up sheet is on the bulletin
board in the Friendship Room to
help know who's bringing what.

1
}
1
1
}
1
B
i
1
}
1
1
}
1
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St. Philip’s SUNDAY SCHOOL & BABYSITTING ON SUNDAYS
Babysitting is available during the church service in the first classroom on the
right in the Early Childhood hallway.

If you are interested in teaching Sunday School or helping with the younger
children, please contact Andrea Tukin or see the GREEN sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board.

There is also a PINK sign up on the bulletin board to do Children's Time during
the service. Lessons can be provided for you.




St. Philip's LOGOS O

LOGOS is a laid back, intergenerational ministry where families come £ oG0S
together to grow in their relationship with God and each other. Every

other Wednesday from 5:30-7:00 pm, join us for dinner, family ~
centered games, a simple bible study, crafts and more. It's a great
opportunity for faith and family during a busy week. Anyone is welcome! All ages!
We would LOVE to see you therell

If you are interested or have questions, please contact Andrea Tukin, St. Philip's
Youth Director, at andreatukin@gmail.com or (314) 566-8633.

Would you be interested in making a meal for our LOGOS ministry?
If so, we'd love to try your cooking (and have you join us for an evening)!
Receipts may be turned in for reimbursement.

Need ideas on feeding 30 people?
Here are some meals we've had in the past that have been successful for our group:

® Spaghetti, garlic bread, salad e Ham & cheese, Turkey & cheese
e Baked potato bar with soup Sliders

e Chili & hot dogs e Pulled pork & macaroni & cheese
e Taco night! (beef, chicken or pork) e Enchiladas

e Build your own sub/sandwich night e Chicken Alfredo

e Lasagna e We'd love to try your ideas too!!

If you are interested, please see the schedule on the next page.
If you have questions, please let Andrea Tukin know
or sign up below!

Thank you for your support,
Andrea Tukin
(314) 566-8633 (call/text)
andreatukin@gmail.com

Signup here:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14C61B45-UMPzn-7SJUXUgOFVPXxxykq Pp67FQAsB6Ms/edit
Ty . T T T |

| 0 = February 14, 28
| 3 =2 March 13, 27 |
o=8 April 10, 24 |
| OaT May 8
I W0 O I
n


mailto:andreatukin@gmail.com
mailto:andreatukin@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14C6IB45-UMPzn-7SJUxUq0FvPxxykq_Pp67FQAsB6Ms/edit

LOGOS 2024
Dates

MEAL

Dessert

February 14
Ash Wednesday
&
Valentine’'s Day

February 28

March 13
St. Pat’s Day 3/17

March 27
Easter Week

April 10

April 24

May 8

SALVAGING

UNWANTED
CHRISTMAS
CARDS

Instead of recycling or
throwing away your
unwanted, used or
new Christmas cards, |
will be collecting
them. They will be
repurposed for craft
projects. Old vintage
or newer cards are
welcome.

You can drop-off your
unwanted cards in the
marked box on the
credenza just outside
the Sanctuary through
the end of February.

EASTER EGG6 HUNT - March 30 CANDY DONATIONS NEEDED
St. Philip's is hosting their annual Easter Egg Hunt this year on
Saturday, March 30 at 10am. We hope you and your family & friends
can joinl Towards the end of February we will begin collecting
individually wrapped candy to put into Easter Eggs. There will be a
collection basket in the gathering space. Thank you!




Pastor Laura Doctor of Ministry Update!
Pastor Laura has reached the stage in her research on collaborative ministry
where she now needs to interview folks, especially from St. John UCC, about
your experiences with partnering and working with other local churches in
ministry together over the years.

While Pastor Laura invites your participation, please know that this is
completely voluntary, and it is ok to decline participating in an interview.
Because this is for an accredited academic endeavor, those who agree to
participate will have an official form to sign granting your consent to
participate and for Pastor Laura to use your responses anonymously in her
dissertation.

Pastor Laura has an official letter outlining what the interview will involve
and how your responses will be recorded, which she will share with you
when individually inviting your participation. This note is included in our
shared Newsletter so that both churches are aware that Pastor Laura intends
to work on this phase of her research over the next couple of months. Thank
you for your support during this season of research!

CAMP MO-VAL
SATURDAY, MAY 18 - SUNDAY, MAY 19

(DAY ONLY and OVERNIGHT OPTIONYS)
Join us for an outdoor getaway and spend some time in God’s creation with
your church family! Activities for the day will include bible study, group games,
crafts, outdoor activities and games along with meals and snacks.

There will be whole group activities along with options for adults to enjoy other
adults while the kids get to be kids! Stay for the day or consider spending the
night in one of Mo-Val's updated, climate controlled cabins complete with
more evening fun. The following morning we will have a beautiful outdoor
worship on the lake.

For more information or to register, you will find registration form links and/or
attachments in this email. The same forms and information will be found on our
website, stphilipsucc.com and available on the credenza in the gathering
space.

Happy
Vadentine's Day!



https://missourimidsouth.org/camp-moval
http://stphilipsucc.com/

Announcing the St. Philip’s WILLING WORKERS
Dear Church members,

The group of ladies, who have worked on Vacation Bible School projects for
many years, are resuming our get-togethers for just ‘lunch and conversations’ - -
or ‘lunch and work on a project’.

We now have named ourselves the Willing Workers, taking on the name of a
group from years ago. What a great way to foster the spirit of helpfulness!

Our meetings will be held on the 2nd Thursday of each month at my house. We
will meet on February 8th at noon. Please bring your own lunch, etc. | will have
tea and coffee.

After lunch we will work on 2 projects. We will bag beans and bags of rice that will
go to the Isaiah 58 food pantry and the VA'’s food pantry. My granddaughter will
set up the supplies for us since at this time | am unable to. We will also be writing
notes in Valentine’s cards to send to shut-ins and people who are sick on St.
Philip’s prayer list.

Future projects will be discussed at our February 8th meeting to help people
throughout our community. One idea is to prepare craft project parts to be
assembled by the children at upcoming LOGOS meetings.

If you have any questions and/or would like to join us, please call me at
314-843-3605. We hope you will join us.
Thanks,

Virginia

P.S. If you know of someone to add to the Valentine’s card list, contact Virginia
with their name and address. The group would be happy to send a card to a shut-
in or sick person that may be on your prayer list.

Road Trip!
St. John UCC invites everyone to take a trip to Branson, MO to see the
production “Queen Esther” at the Sight & Sound Theatre on Saturday, April 6,
at 3:30pm. Tickets are $54 for adults and $32 for kids (age 3-12).

Some might travel down the night before, and some might prefer to just drive
down for the day. All arrangements for accommodations are to be made on
your own, though some coordination may happen once we know who's going
and when.

Please sign up on the sign up sheets on the bulletin boards to purchase tickets
to the show by Sunday, March 3 so that we can place a group order. Contact
Melissa Scheer or Pastor Laura with questions.
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St. Philip’s
December 2023 General Fund Summary

Receipts
Sunday Offering 8,640.20
Interest Income 259.30
Early Childhood Center 9.500.00
Total 18,399.50
Expenses
Spiritual Life Ministry 241.40
Learning Ministry 35.00
Financial Ministry 2,046.04
Congregational Life 52.43
Church Property Ministry 6,423.13
Personnel 9.283.70
Total 18.081.70
December Surplus 317.80
Previous Balance 19.486.52
December 31 Balance 19,804.32

December Building Fund Summary

Beginning Balance 6,755.23
Building Fund Offering 364.00
Capital Improvement Fund (417.00)

December Ending Balance 6,702.23
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